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eon the Directors freely discussed the present war situa- 
tion and the duties of the Society at the present. The 
plans for holding a Sixth American Peace Congress 
were indefinitely postponed. Arrangements were made 
for changing the Constitution of the Society in coopera- 
tion, as far as possible, with the various divisions, sec- 
tions, and affiliated societies. Dr. Kirchwey withdraw- 
ing his name from consideration by the Committee on 
Nominations, Congressman James L. Slayden was 
elected President of the Society, without salary. By 
vote of the Directors, Messrs. Siddons and Gordy pre- 
pared the following resolution in appreciation of the 
services of Dr. Kirchwey as President of the Society : 

"In the withdrawal of Dr. Geo. W. Kirchwey from the 
Presidency of the American Peace Society, the Board of Di- 
rectors desire to record their appreciation of his long-con- 
tinued devotion and services to the cause of permanent in- 
ternational peace, to their confidence in him as a man and a 
citizen, and their esteem for his qualities of heart and mind 
that insure at all times courage and steadfastness in the 
assertion and maintenance of high principles of action." 

The Committee on Eesolutions submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was unanimously adopted: 

"The Board of Directors of the American Peace Society at 
its 89th annual meeting held in Washington, D. C, May 19, 
1917, record with profound satisfaction the affirmation by the 
President of the United States in his various addresses to 
the Congress of the faith and principles in harmony with 
those of the American Peace Society. 

"We heartily approve of his high stand in behalf of a 
governed world to the end that wars may ultimately cease; 
that international differences may be adjusted by reason 
rather than by force, and that the peace of justice may 
prevail." 

It is comforting to report that the work of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society continues to meet with the approval 
of its supporters. The Executive Committee of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace has unan- 
imously continued a subvention of $20,000 for the pro- 
motion of its tasks during the coming year. The Trustees 
of the Permanent Peace Fund in Boston, after careful 
investigation, show their approval by continuing their 
grant of the income from that "Fund" to the treasury 
of this Society, a sum amounting last year to $3,723.80. 

The fact remains, however, that the Society's income 
is insufficient for extension work. On its present re- 
sources it can only repeat the activities of last year, and 
that in a restricted way. The Society needs more 
money. Its invested funds, after all these years, amount 
only to $14,700.00. Much of these funds were raised 
through the activities and foresight of Dr. Benjamin F. 
Trueblood, Secretary of this Society for over two decades. 
These funds should be increased to the size of an endow- 
ment, and known as the Trueblood Endowment. There 
are many persons of financial standing who would agree 
to this, and contribute, if only they understood. No 
opportunity for investing money in a great enterprise 



exceeds the opportunity to place above the "woe of want" 
the great work of the American Peace Society. 

Eighty-nine years of age, the American Peace Society 
enters upon another year, its record clean, its purposes 
undaunted. It has stood for the enduring things, and 
the world will yet come to its view. The destruction, so 
devastating, world-wide, and appalling, is waged in the 
name of the very principles for which it has pleaded 
consistently and for so long. As its faces its four-score- 
and-ten, the American Peace Society can say, as does 
Adam to Orlando : 

"Though I look old, yet I am strong and lusty ; 
For in youth I never did apply 
Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood ; 
Nor did not with unbashful forehead woo 
The means of weakness and debility ; 
Therefore my age is a lusty winter, 
Frosty, but kindly." 



STICKING TO OUR LAST 

We have been greatly encouraged by the evidences 
of approval of the May number of this magazine. 
Since its appearance, the subscription renewals and new 
subscriptions show a marked increase — a fact which is 
most gratifying at a time when gratifications are not so 
plentiful for us. A few of our readers, however, are 
finding it difficult to commend our support of the Gov- 
ernment. We are sorry for this. These critics seem to 
be congenitally unabled to qualify in any way the terms 
"peace" and "pacifist." They seem to assume that war 
is war and peace is peace, "and never the twain shall 
meet." They seem to feel that no pacifist can support 
our Government in any entrance upon a war. That is 
the gravamen of the charge against us. Some are show- 
ing their opposition by holding mass-meetings "to dis- 
cuss terms of peace." They are opposed to "compul- 
sory military training" and service, and purpose to say 
so. They aim to uphold "freedom of conscience," and 
to support "conscientious objectors." They are out to 
defend our "constitutional rights" of freedom of speech, 
and to work for the "democratization of the diplomacy 
of the United States," including the principle of "refer- 
endum," before declarations of war, and before conclud- 
ing alliances with foreign nations. They are quite of 
the opinion that if this war is a people's war, the people 
must know upon what terms it will be stopped. 

It is neither our purpose to oppose these people and 
their views, nor to spend time in mere defense of our- 
selves. We are willing, however, to restate briefly from 
time to time the gist of our program, which we aim to 
keep from degenerating into merely a "Program." It is 
our duty to do so. To this end we are constantly striv- 
ing to make clear, we repeat, that the sole aim of the 
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American 'Peace Society is to promote such necessary 
international machinery as may function in disputes be- 
tween nations, machinery that may establish an adequate 
means of settling, in accordance with the principles of 
justice, as many international disputes as possible, and, 
with the aid of man's "will to peace," thus to render the 
wild recourse to military force less necessary among the 
nations. 

If the American Peace Society felt that it were alone 
in this great enterprise, it would be discouraging, in- 
deed ; but fortunately it is not alone. The warring gov- 
ernments of Europe have frequently declared, and are 
still declaring, their intention to stand for the same pur- 
poses. We may remember — indeed, we shall not be al- 
lowed to forget — the ringing declaration to the same 
effect uttered by our President, April second, in his im- 
mortal statement of the justification of this country's 
entrance into the war. The "Reports" appearing else- 
where in these columns amplify this point. 

The American Peace Society would, if possible, em- 
ploy the means of peace to the ends of peace ; and so long 
as this country found it possible to advocate peaceful 
means, it naturally gave to the nation its loyal support. 
With our country at war, we find ourselves still inev- 
itably one with our country. We were willing to stand 
with the minority to uphold the means of peace until the 
nation made its decision for war by the vote of the ma- 
jority, when, by the implications of democracy, the duty 
of the minority became, to accept such a situation in a 
patriotic and constructive spirit, rather than with an 
attitude of criticism, obstruction, and disunity. 

It seems a cheap thing to say that we stand by our 
country in this war. It is as a man protesting his faith- 
fulness to his wife. But if we are not to be misunder- 
stood, it seems necessary that we reaffirm this simple fact 
from time to time. Socrates, opposing the argument of 
Crito, who is urging Socrates to escape from his impend- 
ing doom while he has yet time, has in our ungoverned 
world its perennial appeal. Socrates gently reminds his 
aged and anxious friend that the State enabled his father 
and mother to beget him, that the State nurtured him 
and educated him, and that, therefore, he is the child 
and servant of the State. His familiar argument is, that 
he who disobeys the State is thrice wrong : first, because 
in disobeying her he is disobeying his parent; second, 
because she is the author of his education ; third, because 
he has an agreement to obey the commands of the State. 
To him the State seems to say : "Listen, then, Socrates, 
to us who have brought you up. Think not of life and 
children first, and of justice afterwards, but of justice 
first, that you may be justified before princes of the 
world below. For neither will you nor any that belong 
to you be happier or holier or juster in this life or hap- 



pier in another, if you do as Crito bids. Now you de- 
part in innocence, a sufferer, and not a doer of evil; a 
victim, not of the laws, but of men. But if you go forth, 
returning evil for evil, injury for injury, breaking the 
covenants and agreements which you have made and 
wronging those whom you ought least to wrong — that is 
to say, yourself, your friends, your country, and us — we 
shall be angry with you while you live, and our brethren, 
the laws in the world below, will receive you as an 
enemy ; for they will know that you have done your best 
to destroy us. Listen then to us and not to Crito. 
This is the voice which I seem to hear murmuring in 
my ears, like the sound of the flute in the ears of the 
mystic ; that voice, I say, is humming in my ears, and 
prevents me from hearing any other. And I know that 
anything more which you may say will be in vain. Yet 
speak, if you have anything to say." 

Crito : "I have nothing to say, Socrates." 
Socrates: "Then let me follow the intimations of the 
will of God." 

Thus on the margin of death, Socrates was true to the 
principles he taught in his life. By the same token we 
purpose to give our support to our Government now, 
just as we gave it when that Government was a neutral 
pleading for peace. We purpose to accept what we can- 
not prevent, and to exert ourselves to the utmost to make 
the best of the situation as it is. In the language of an- 
other, in our present case "the only way out is forward." 
In time of war our President's word is the word of us 
all. With him, therefore, we must approve our coun- 
try's action, and be quick to support it in its task, not 
because we have compromised upon matters of principle, 
but because our country has decided it for us, and by 
that decision it has determined our action. This is ho 
mere typical manifestation of war psychology ; it is self- 
adaptation to the inevitable for the purposes of that 
future constructive effort which is our legitimate task. 
Incidentally, we may be permitted to confess, even if it 
may be deemed immaterial, that we love this country 
even as Socrates loved his Athens. We shall criticise 
her when such criticism has some show of helping, but 
at the present we shall give to her only our unqualified 
support. Hence we take no part in obstructionary mat- 
ters. We refuse to embarass our Government by fault- 
finding, even in such matters as "conscription," "con- 
scientious objection," "taxation," or the like. We pur- 
pose rather to stick to our last, to advertise the noble 
purposes behind the struggle and the sacrifice, and, as 
best we may, to show the way, on the international plane, 
out of this anarchy of nations to a rational and a coop- 
erative peace. We may add that this entails no change 
of front for the American Peace Society. Its stand for 
an organized world is as firm as ever. 



